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Xl Governments are like Nebuchaduezzers Image, N 2. 
"LM whoſe Head wat of Gold, and bis rin of Cl, Yin brag 
firſt, but by continvance are embaſcd, a by „ 8 


* rate into Tyran y, (which is A pri nt 6n the 
3 ies. Priviledge of the Peop and ar excreifing of 15 

* ded Power) as we {ce in the Raignè of R ch, 1 Kings 1. 
24. and Tyranny muſt needs be repulſed, overcome by Warte, or 
ſome greater Power ; as in the caſes of Holand and of Exgland. 
The C urch-commonyealth of the Jews, had this peeuſiar, that her 
Govern ent was appointed, and her fir Governors, Moſes, Joſhualf, 
Judges, Saul, David, (all Sword-men) called immediately by God 
-Himlelfe. But all Governments among the Nat ions of the Gentiles _ 
y ack been firſt founded by the Sword, and are maintained by the 
Sword, which is the defender of Juſtice ; for without the Power 


[ITE of the Sword, Lawes could not be executed: and hence 


| Powers are laid to beare the Sword, Rows, 13. to ſigniſie Power and 
vle; and every Magiſtrate holds by the ſword and rules by the 
word; for where there is no Power, there can be no Law, And 
therefore the power Military, and Legiſlative, muſt a!wayes goe to- 
ther in every Supreame Power; which is originally in the 
People, but executively it is in one, and then it 1s Monarchieall 
Government ; or it is placed in many, choſen by the People, and 
then it is called Democrat icall Government; or elſe it is in the 
hands of ſome chicte Officers (opt ima m) and then it is Ariſtoera- 
ticall Government: and the ſupreame Power may be made up of all 
"theſe three by way of co-ardination, This ſupreame Power ſeared 
In the Peoples deligates muſt be exeented by Officers appointed by 
it ſelſe, rhe power Mi icary by ſword men; he power Legiſlative by 
{Courts of Jullice and fakes annually choſen by the People for 
thoſe Courts, to judge in all eaſes of Tytles, and by Rules agreed 
on, and conſented unto by the People; whoſe conſent (not old eor- 
upt cu ſtome) makes Law, The ſupreame Power is the Four taine; 
Joy er Courts the ſiteames to convey juſtice and righteouſneſſe unto 
Us, (as Water, freely, without oppreſſin g, ſpeedily, without de- 
lay 3 powerfully, without reſpeR of Perſons, Amos 5. 14.) Ind ay 
She one is conſlituted, ſo will be 25 other, the evills and the _—_ 
| cy 
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1 r. The power Military and | 
wed er in the Game ſupreame National 
the King and 
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he peoples welfare and defence, acting all | 


974 
ople is meant the ſound, well- affe. 


and order ing of the Common - Wealth. This then is evident, That 
all civill power is the reſũ t of ſome torce or conqueſt made upon an 
oppoſing part; Conqueſt makes way for ſettleme nt and free electi- 
©. ons, and io puts a people imo prflethon of their right (which Ty. 
A ranny had taken away) and that election of the people makes and 
| £onthituces all ſorts of Mazeftracy whieh doth ariſe out of. and is 
tounded upon the power of the 1wurd, and ſome way or other hath} | 
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James; che meſt of the Laws of England were received from the 
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ſaſt in their eivillaings were thoſe Roman Depuries ; and therefore 


ies deſert from the ah 2 IP Uſd'ic is gw 2 
ins dm the 10ynes | alſd ic rde. 
Hiſtor ies of Matzen: yeeld examples 6 


Saxon, Daniſb and Norman Swords (which were Forraigne Powers) 
and the Kings of Exg/and (as Sneceflors, by way of Conqueſt) have 
derived their Power for above 300. yeares from the Norman Sword, 


. kntill now that rhe people have again by conqueſt recovered their 


—.— the j Malitia, and js Lega lusu¹ ) out of the bands 
Regall Power uſurping it; and all lower Governments maſt hold 
of this conqueſt made by the People in thefe three Nations, and matt 
derive- their legitimation from this fountain of power, by way of 


tee election. 


Queſt. Ber may Sword-men be inveſted with 4 power of exerciffug 


tivi Inriſdiftion ? 


A. A Martiall and a Civill Power may meet both in one Perſon, 


un Collonell in an Army may be a Parliament man, may be Judye 


of Court; though as a Collonell, he cannot doe the afts proper to 
a Judge. nor as 2 Judge the act proper to a Collonell, for they are 
diftinet powers, yet exerciſed by one and the ſame perſon, Hyſtory 


| abounds with examples, that the firſt Minifiers of all Governments 


have been Souldiers; as ͤ among che Jewes, Moſer, Toſhnab, Indger, 


| Saul, David, all Sword-men: And among the Gentiles che Roman 


Emperors, and their Deputies in Countries, as Pilate, Gallo, Falix, 

who were Sword men. intruſted with civill luriſdiction, A: 14. 104 

— 15. 10. And Paal, Rem. 13. exhorts te be ſub felt ro ſuch big 
owers, as ordained of God, by whom they beare the Sword, and very 


it is ovſerved, That the Roman Empire flouriſhed fo long by reaſon 
of their great juftice. The Roman power that eonquered «des, was 
fo juſt and favourable. 1 Mar. 8. 1. that it gave the Jews free liber- 
ty in the exerciſe of their Religion (which was denied ander A- 
p try Epiphanes, and the Gretian Monarches, Des. 11. 3. and 8. 11. 
dnely when over · acted and over ruled by the zeale and violence of 
the lews in the things of their Religion, then it became Tyrannicallz . 


1b 19. 1. As 24. 27. Theſe lews, with the Scribes and Fhariſees, 


(rhe great Doctors of the people, whom they admired ſo much ſps 
their Piery and Learning) were the moſt zealous and perſtcuting 


| - pcople, Killed their own Prophers, and the Lord leſhs the Priner or 
q people, ll „ * life, . 
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' Hfe, and the Apoſiles, en 26. 16. Alfi 12. 9. J. ch made Pant | 
rather defire that his Tryall ſhould be at Caſars Bar, (a Fotraine and | 
Military power). then in the Courts of hit on Conntr · men at Ja. 
. Yuſalem. Af, 25.9. ro. - Chrift leſs zonld not (at we may ſay ) have 


fuffered in any other Nation then among the xealous Jews, anda pro. } 


feſſing zealons people, (a5 the Tews were) ſhall have a principall hand 
in laying che Wirneſles, Rev, 11. who haye ſuff- red. and ſhall ſuffer 


both by Civ ill and Ecelefaſticall Powers, (as Cbriſt did} and thay 
prinelpally ſos holding out Truths of Worſbip(which are not yet all 


witneſſed unto by the Churehes of Chrift ) ſochriſt and the Apoſtles © 


ſuffered, as enemies to Ceſar, changers of the Jewiſh Cuſtomes, re. 
ceived from Moſes, Act, 21. 26. and 6. 19. 


Queſt. day the Swpreame Power of any Nation ſet wp 4 Stato. 


forme of Religion, and make 22 Statutes about 1 


\ A. A State may deelare for one way of Religion, more then ane- 


ther, and may give that way countenance and maintenance, as ig 
tter eomports with the temper and conſtitution of that State, 


(though the holy wayes of Chriff are every way conbiſtent with all 
' Formes of Governmenrt, teaching us ſubject ion to them all. as Qrdie 
pances of God) but it ought not by Fines and Impriſonments to 


com pell others to that State way of Religion or Worſhip ; as he Da, 


3 5. 6 but ſuch a8 will freely ſubrnit to it may; ſuch as cannot in 
conſcience, ought not to be molefied, ſeeing they render all civill 


obedience, and defire no maintenance from the State but onely freg 


liberty and proted ion in the exerciie of Religious Worſhip: Tl 
evills that the world hath felt by the uſurpation of the Civill Swo 


(whoſe powers extend onely to matteri of wrong and wicked lewd. ; 


nefle, oppreſſiont, adulteries, drunkenneſſe or generally whatſoever 
is againſt the good of humane ſociety, Att: 18. 12. 14. 15, in the 
things of Gods Worſhip. ſhould eaution all Powers not to ſtrerch rhe 


Sword to mens ſoules, which can onely reach mens bodies. The fir 


ec uſtitution of, Nationall Governments, being ſounded by the 
{ward ; how unreafonab's is:it for them to challenge power in 1 
uf Religious Worſhip? (as uſvally is the policy and cuſtome of 
Conquerers to conquer mens coniciences and hadies both at once, 
and to {er up a Religion by the ſwor d, (and eafily may they doe ir, 


for Refi d exemplum oc.) ſo Bclm did of Bar, among the A. 
ria. Numa Pomprlins, among the Reman: : eAlexander among the | 
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e ee \ 7\Tingo1s, a6 ber. c 
moss thechriſtian d Mfobemer ambng.rhe Turks; FiRtord, wolen- 


of che Comman- wealth, not of the conſcience, which 


des er * via rab Oly mpo : lu abſolute Con- 
queſt, men m N for the ordering 
to 


| _ qnather jariidjRion.) All civill power is derived from the people, 


and they can give no other then hat they themſelves have, . A 
eivilſ power, for civillends and uſes... The giving of thoſe Ykles of 
Nerß5ng t athers ef the Chuncb to Kings of this conſtitution (as the 
Tranſlacers of the Bible ſthdugh worthy men orherwile) doe in their 
Epiſtle to King James ſarors too much of fAlattery. At the conver- 
tion of the lei. (that beloved people, Re. 11. 25. 25,27. 28.) and 
as the; Kingdome of (brif, we ſhall ice ſuch Kings, as ſhall both" be 
Kings and Prieſts, Rev, 3 10. 23 Melchizedeh, was. who ſhall have 
all che glory of the Nations pteſented to them; untill then. weean- 
not look tor any great rnatters from the Rulers and Governors of 
this world, though we may have many glorious glimpſes and bleſſed 
incervalesof peace and liberty; yet this worid mult end witha Tra- 
22 Kev, 48. . g. after which ſhall begin ¶ Brit i and the Saut 

grid; ver. 18. even 44.44 ebend Chriſt. torfuffer, and to riſe frow 
the dead the therd day, and ſo to enter into lery, Luke 24. 26. 46. 
Q. hat then doib Cuil Power reel ? 


A4. Not matters of Religious Worſhip, but of civill liberty and 


propriety (mevm & tuum) not ordering the Church, but the world 
3 peace and righteouſnefſe, with a mutuall interchange of univer» 
all protection, and nuniverſall ſubjection. The policy of Prelates 
hath ſo twilted, and by the means of their Tyrhes (a tpiritvall buſi- 
nefſe. which muſt be gathered by the power of the Temporall Sweid) 
ſo lincked the Civili and Eecleſiaſticall Power together in this Na- 
tion, that it will be a hard knot to untye; they have made powers 
belceve, that whatever is again them, is a- I weane net fuch 3 burvwith 
gainſt Ceſar, lau 19. 12. and have poſſeſled E eee 
ment conlcienees With ſueh notions as theſe ; ſelves,Fſ 6p 9.burtboſe rigid (pi 
Ne Bi(hop. wo Ring; no Diebe, no Miniſtery, 10 —— . _ * 
Ag eſtracie. 


of tbeit 30. ö (Luk 9.54. 
Some Zealets, thinking to imicate the 15 39. aha? then bag decn's 


VVrire Rules 8 


lewiſh Magiſtrates and prieſta, -Nehbewrab, — — 
ent ion 


CSI 
autioo, ſo that men may more freely Werſhip God under a TH], 
Power, then under ſuch lewiſh z ealote could rhey but have the c- 
mand of the Sword. To force Religion (as S, did Baprifre 
upon the Turks, at the caking cr) i Turkiſh and P 
Anti · Chrifts way is compulſion, Chrifts way is to entrear, a 
ſeech; perſwade and convince men. All Worſhip that proceeds d, 
from the underſtanding, andthe will, is abotr.inable. How many hy. 

ites have State-Religion made? for Ma A (and moft wit 
it) Rill cornes and changes with the ſouldiers (word, and is one 
while for the King, and then for the Parliament ; one while Popiſh, 
and then Proteſtant, than Prelaticall, then Presbyterian : a miſerable 

Religion, that hangs upon the Magiſtrates Mace, or the ſouldiers 

(werd. The laſt Parliament, however it expired not ſo honourably, 

13 a moſt honourable epytaph in that ir did ſo much fors 
are to make conſcience · torturing Laws about Divine Worſhip; 

(which Parliaments were wont to doe) and deela: ed for the liberty 

of all the Churchs of the Saints of ſeveral! judgements, Where nos 

thing of tumult or ſedition appears, Powers may not infli death 
and bonds, 4&: 27, 29 meetly for hereſie ſ hi. h may be verity) and 

Paxl:apology before Felix, AA, 24. 10.10 22. may ſerve all Chri- 

ſtians to plead. Thoſe men that are moſt ready to ingage the power 

df the world in religious concernments, ard co charge others (who 
deny the MagiRrates power in watters of religious worhip) to be 
deniers of Magiftraey, are apteſt to be moſt un quiet and refractory 
ige inſt governments, as might be ſhewed in examples of the Ie, 
the Prelats, the Scots, thoſe Zealors for State Religion, State - uni- 
formiry, the mother of perſecution and hypocrifie ; States muſt pro- 
mote publique liberty, and freedom; Churches (as the ſpouſes of 
Chriff, his glory, entruſted onely with all his power and ordinances) 
muſt propagate the Goſpel, the deareft thing Chri# hath in this 
world, fit to be medled with by no hands, but choſe of his ownſponſe, 
the Church. Pittifall worke there will be, when Religion comes in- 
to the hands of ſtateſ. men, they will uſe ir ſor deſignes, ſelfe- inte. 
reſts onely . ſuſficient inſtance in theſe Nations) and ſet up Jerobe- 

«ws Calves, and old euſtomes, for Religion. 

Sb Papiftc be protefted f : 
A. None that will be true and faichfull to the Common-weilch, 
eutzht to be moleſted for their Religion, Papifis may obey, they mum 
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rr rn 4. ao oc cu os 


mm aa. os a= oa aw a= oc coca oiDmc£xccu vO RD9 ah .# 


C7) 6 2 
per cleft or be in oGes, ſuch blacke markes being ſer on that Romith 
Religion, by the bloody perſecution of the Martyrs in Queen Maries 
time, the Gun-powder-treafon in Exglend, and their Teners beingto 
murther Hzretick Princes, as. Revaliake did Herry the fourth of 
Praxce, beſides their owning a Forraigne and an Eceleſiaſticall powet 
to be ſupreame, and above *s civill power of England, is dangerons, 
if not inconſiſtent with fidelity to this Common-wealth A meer fil. 
ly devout Papĩſt. that minds onely his Beades and his Crneifix, ought 
not to be perſecuted; ſuch poor ſoules we ſhould labour earneſtly to 
reduce with meekneſſe gentleneſſe of infiru&ion, 2 Ti. 2. 24. 25+ 
not with Fines and Impriſonments. 

Q. Who may be caled to the exerciſe of power Supreame or Iaferi- 
onr in thu Conmen-wealth. 

A. All thofe (by what names ſoever diftingnifhed whether 
Independent, Anabaptiſts, Presbyrerians, who have followed God in 
theſe great providences and changes) that have oppoſed the Tyranny 

of che Papall, Pręlasieall Regall, Malignant Party, ſought for pub- 
tique liberty and propriety, and its the price of theirblood, and rea- 
ſon ſpeakes, they ought to be taken unto ſapreame, or ſabordi- 
nate Governments. Diverſit ies in judgement ſhould not exelnde 
from Government, where all have engaged equally in the Field, a- 
gainſi the publique enemy, and doe declare for this preſent Govern» 
ment of the Common-weahh, againſt Kingly Government, which 
many ſectetly labour to bring us back unto, againſt which, the Arm 
is under God the Common. wealths ſhield, which God hath owne 
and we muſt owne. | 

Q. Aan not the Sword be tales wp for Religion ! 

A, As Chriſtians we muſt ſuffer for Religion; but as men, we 
muſt fight for our civill libercies, haying a National] authority to a& 
by. The effects of fighting for Religion and covenant (which good 

men were n.iſtaken in) we have experienced in the Scottiſh Army, 
(who made wore Papiſts than there were.&e. af the maſſacrers oh 
Saint Bari“ een ew night in France, made more Proteſtants chat there 
were) one while comming is 'or the Parliament another while for 
the King and both times with the Covenant. England may rememt 
ber that Ceven int. they payd deare for it. Amti-ehrifts Governmittr 
bath been con titured upon and made vp of civill powers. he h 
acted by ihe civill ſword, and ſhall periſh by it, Aar. 26. $2, 
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"> Q-- Bug ſappoſe the Power be" urge Pm way we ebiy that 
A. We ate not to queſtion the Powers in bein 2, a and h 
Apofiles, the acient Chriſtians did not ſe) but to be ſubjeRco then 
as.Q:dained of God. Though it be a Popiſh, Turkiſh power. yet the 
are of God, and we living under them, ought to acknowledge them 
Lawfall, and to obey them in all civill reſpscts. All powers Re. 130 
bigher Powers ( he doth not diſinguiſh of lawfull and u ſurped poN]]Ü ; 
eivill and martiall power, Heathen and Chriſtian, Popiſh and Prores 
Rant power ) muſt be obeyed nor diſputed, they are all Ordinaneey 
at God, for common good and protection. Powers that degenerars; 
into Tyranny, God (who loves juſſ ice and righteouſneſſe) will deale 
wich in terror and majeſty, (as we have ſeen) but they muſt not bg 
reliſted, unleſſe God raiſe up a Nationall power to refift-them. ' All 
power what ſoe ver have their Conginiffion from the h igh God, to ex; 


ny 
cence juſtice and righteouſneſſe; if they doe not, God will leave 


as 


them and when he dif. ownes and with-drawes his power, his pre- 
ſence, how weake is a King a Parliament, an Army? His name ig 
the Lord of . Hoſts, the God of Armies, a dreapfall, 2 terrible 
God. Theſe many yeares together he hath hath been appearing to 


England. Scotland and frelard in thole glorious Titles and Names 
of his. God hath taken up his Sword, Jer. 47 7. and he will nog! 
lay it downe, till he bring downe every high thing of man. /ſay 2. 
[Though the ſword hat h nothing to doe in his Churche: (he hath his 
Fann for them) and ſhall have nothing to doe in Chr:ffs Kingdome, 
(here ſhall be no ſpeares and (words in it, Iſay 2. 4 no Devill to 
deceive the Nations, Rev, 20. 3.) yet it is (hrt Batle- axe, tõ 
breake Thrones, cut off Powers, for their perſec tions and op- 
-preffions ; and in England it hath been weilded with the right hand 
of God in power and majeſty, again ſt bloody Hereds and perſecus 
tors. Gods deſigne now, o appeare glorious before the Nations, 
to put on the garments of vengeante, /ſ«y 29. 17. 18. and cerribly! 
to rebuke the pride of all Languages. ſer. 25 15. Chriff is going 
on, and we muſt-follow him in untrodJen paths, Great glory will 
breake out of theſe clouds, things we thinke ſo Rrange. The glori« 
ouſeſt deſignes of Heaven, have the weakeſt beginnings to the eye 9 
teaſon, which ſudgethall by advantages; ſucceſſes, is blind to pro- 
miſes, in which Faith ſees all cha lntete ſii of Chriſt carried on, even 
when providence ſeems to. act in various and eroſſe method. 
| 23. Day, III. Moni, 1653. T. L. 


